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     s I shared at our congregational meeting, a helpful theme
word for God’s work at Bethel in 2025 was “under construction.”
Not just Highway 75, but key areas of Bethel’s ministries and
physical campus underwent renovation in the past 12 months. 

Among those changes, there is much to thank God for! Our care
ministries launched three new programs (Stephen Ministry,
Celebrate Recovery, and DivorceCare) that together increase
our ability to provide sustained, deep care to hurting members
at Bethel and in our community. Bethel’s congregation also
overwhelmingly supported significant changes to our lay
leadership structure. Those changes not only expand the
council but allow the council each year to organize itself with
some members focusing on congregational care and other
members focusing on congregational leadership. We also
unified our physical campus, taking possession of 3rd Street SW
to expand adjacent parking and improve safe access to our
Lighthouse discipleship center. Additionally, we expanded our  
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Arvin and Carol Prinsen celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary Jan. 18.

Arvin grew up in Chandler, MN. Carol (Van Voorst) grew
up in Sioux Center. They met on a blind date - a bit of a
story that goes like this. Loie Buyert was married to
Barney and attending Bethel. Loie was originally from
the Chandler area. She had a sister, Sharon, who was
new to the area and Loie introduced Sharon to Carol so
she would have someone to do things with. Sharon had
a boyfriend from Chandler who was driving 75 miles to
come see her. He got tired of driving all that way by
himself so he asked a friend, Arvin Prinsen, to ride
along. Sharon asked Carol to double date with the guys.
It worked out well for Arvin and Carol! Later Arvin came
by himself to date Carol. They would attend catechism
or Bethel’s high school youth group together in the
basement of Bethel church. On one occasion, Arvin
drove through very inclement weather on poor roads to
attend youth group with Carol, only to arrive in Sioux
Center to find out that youth group had been canceled
due to the bad weather.

Arvin got a job in Sioux Center working for Carol’s dad
doing electrical work and appliance repair and sales. He
moved to Sioux Center about 6 months before they got
married and he lived in a basement of an older lady’s
house during that time.

The Jan. 18, 1966, wedding was on a very cold day.
Bethel’s building at that time had two ways up from the
basement. Arvin and his groomsmen went up the stairs
to a frigid entryway and got very cold waiting for the
wedding to begin. Carol and her bridesmaids came up
the other stairs, which were also freezing cold. Carols
attendants were Linda Van Putten (now Rensink) and
Harriet Bloemandaal (now Van Beek). Her little sister,
Joyce, was the flower girl. Carol sewed the blue velvet 

Continued on page 3
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Reflecting on 66 years!
BY MARCIA VAN VOORST
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBER

Rev. Tamminga was the officiating pastor
and Arvin and Carol’s wedding was the last

one in that church building.

Arvin and Carol Prinsen got married Jan. 18,
1966, at Bethel Christian Reformed Church.
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Continued from pg 2...

dresses her attendants wore for the
wedding.

Rev. Tamminga was the officiating pastor
and Arvin and Carol’s wedding was the last
one in that church building. The structure
was taken down a few months later to erect
the current building on the same location.

During the wedding, it became icy. Arvin
and Carol made it to Le Mars after the
wedding and stayed in a motel on the north
end of town. The next day they continued
on their way to Houston, TX. It was not a fun
trip; there was a lot of snow and ice on the
roads.
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Arvin and Carol’s first home was a small house north of Sioux Center Christian School. After a
time, they moved to a house a block east of Central Park. The next home was located where
present day Fareway was built. Eventually, they moved to their current house in Sioux Center.

They have both had a variety of jobs throughout the years. Arvin worked for Hans Van Voorst
doing electrical and appliance repair and sales for 22 years. When Hans sold his business, Arvin
went to work for Soo Valley Vending. There he repaired and delivered vending machines and
rides. His last job was working for Golden Crisp for 10 years.

Carol worked as a clerk for Schelekamps Drug Store when she was in high school and she
continued that job until Troy was born. At that point, she started in home day care, a service
she continued until 1985. She then began working for Dordt College (University) in the cleaning
department. She cleaned for 33 years and over the course of time, she cleaned every building. 

Arvin and Carol have three children: Tom, Troy and Cary. Tom is a professor at Dordt. He and
his wife Carla, have two children, Bethany and Calvin. Bethany lives in Corsica and Calvin lives
in Indiana. Troy lives in Denver and is a parts manager for John Deere heavy equipment. He and
his wife, Iva, have two sons, Travis who lives in Omaha, and Jon, in Denver.
Cary and her husband, Jeremy, live in Doon and they both work at Trucks International. They
have two sons, Jackson, who lives in Sioux Falls, and Josh, who lives in Ames.

Carol enjoys sewing and embroidery. Arvin had fun building bean bag games for all their
children and grandchildren.

Carol is a lifelong Bethel member.



THE CROSS ROAD PAGE 02 341 S. Main Ave., Sioux Center, IA 51250 | 712-722-3101                                                          www.bethelsc.org

Editor’s note: The interview for this article was conducted
with Spanish interpretation provided by Bethel member
Ruth Mahaffy, so all quotes are an English translation of
their responses.

Adopt-a-house project complete! 
Esquivel family so thankful

The Connection Page 4

June 20204 floodwaters came up just above theoven in the Esquivel home.

Habitat for Humanity began working with theEsquivals in December 2024.

Cleanup of the mud throughout the home took

many days.

Bethel’s partnership began February 2025. 

BY RENEE WIELENGA
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBER

Dora Esquivel and Jose Curiel of Rock Valley had a plan.

Just nine months into being first-time homeowners,
work was nearly complete regarding finishing the
basement of their 720-square-foot home to add two
bedrooms and a bathroom to give their children space
to sleep instead of using the main floor living room.

“We had purchased the flooring that Friday, with the
plan of installing it Saturday morning and moving the
kids to their new rooms Saturday night. Instead,
Saturday morning we looked at our house from a block
away - a house underwater,” Dora said, with tears
flowing down her cheeks. “There are no words to
express how devastated, how horrible I felt, we felt.”

The historic Sioux County rains and flooding across Rock
Valley on June 21, 2024, wasn’t the first time the couple
questioned their choice to move to the community
about a year before with their children and
grandchildren.

“In the same month that we signed the papers to buy
this house (October 2023), one of our sons died,“ Dora
said. “I had this dream of being here with all of my
children and all of my grandchildren making a meal for
them here in my new house I had bought. The papers
were there, but my son died, and the dream felt like an
illusion, but my oldest daughter told me to continue
with the transaction. We were making the house we
bought better, and then the house flooded. It was so
horrible for me.”

Continued on page 5 
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Five people were in the home the night of the flood:
Jose, Dora, daughter Jasmin, 32; grandson Mauricio, 12;
and grandson Ezekiel, 5. Their oldest daughter, Glenda,
and her husband and children lived in a home a block
north.

 “I remember my daughter called. She said the river was
rising,” Dora said. “We went to her house to look, but
then went back home because we never imagined the
water would go up like it did. We came back home, sat
down and had supper and watched some TV.”

Glenda called her mom about 10 p.m. saying water was
at their house and her family needed to leave. She said
her parents and siblings should leave, too.

Built in 1948, the Esquivel home, unlike the ranch style
home of most in their neighborhood, has three steps to
enter into it. Water was already at the first step when
they left. They were able to leave by car and headed to a
cousin’s house where they spent the night.

“We didn’t put much in the car with us - a little bit of
clothes for the children, my wallet,” Dora said. “We were
able to come back and see the house the next day from
the entrance of our street, but we were not able to go to
the house because the water was still high. Words
cannot express how horrible it was to just look and see
the house under water.”

 “We had spent so much time fixing the basement; we
were almost done fixing it up,” Jose said, shaking his
head. “All we had left was to put the bathtub in the
bathroom and do the flooring. We were just this close to
finishing it and then it was gone.”

Three days passed before the family could enter their
home.

“We could see the water had come up to just above our
stove,” Dora said. “Eveything was covered in mud. The
basement was full of water. Such muddy water, who
knows what else in that water.”

Continued on page 6
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Volunteer work included gutting the house,putting up drywall and installing flooring.

A basement once completely underwater now hastwo bedrooms, a bathroom and utility room.

The Esquivels LOVE their new kitchen!

Many volunteers this summer helped with the

home’s landscaping.
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The days just after the flood included pumping
water out of their basement and working
alongside volunteers they didn’t know helping
shovel out the mud and remove all the wet
things from appliances and furniture to drywall
as well as trying to save some clothes. All the
new flooring they had purchased to install in
the basement went in the garbage as well.
Then the house–with its upstairs half gutted
and cleaned out as best they could–sat empty
while the couple waited for answers.

“When it was determined that our home would
not be one the city would buy, and with my
daughter Glenda and many others still waiting
to hear if FEMA would buy out their homes,
what choice did we have but to rebuild?” Dora
said, noting the family has been living in the
FEMA-established trailer court since that
opened. “We did not want to move. Our family
enjoyed being together in Rock Valley. There
were no other homes, and we could not sell
our home.”

As they began getting estimates of what it
would cost to re-do their home, the couple’s
oldest daughter spoke to them about Siouxland
Habitat for Humanity based in Rock Valley and
reached out to the nonprofit on behalf of her
parents.

“At Siouxland Habitat for Humanity our mission
is to put God’s love into action by bringing
people together to build homes, communities,
and hope,” said director Kurt Franje. “Normally
we’re building one or two new houses in the
county each year. Knowing there was such a
big need in Rock Valley, the community I also
live in, we began utilizing our mission to serve
many families in a time of need.”

Franje said the community formed a long-term
recovery group and Habitat joined as part of
the construction team under that, initially
partnering with volunteers with World Renew. 
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Habitat has helped with about 50 homes so far.
The involvement has ranged from helping
families with a weekend project to helping with
all the aspects of home repair as was the case
for the Esquivel family.

“When we connected with Esquivals, they were
looking to hire a contractor to do the work, but
if they were willing to take the time, we felt we
could help them connect with volunteers to
reduce the cost,” Franje said.

Habitat began working with the Esquivals in
December 2024, connecting the family with
volunteers from Central Reformed Church to
help gut the rest of the house as a walk
through showed termite damage in some
doorways and to give the home a fresh new
start with all new insulation and drywall. Some
electrical work was also done to get heat
coming into the home for winter work.

Bethel’s partnership began February 2025.
Missions & Evangelism Outreach Committee
member Stan Wynia learned the month before
that a few people from Bethel were
volunteering in Rock Valley, so he reached out
to Habitat to learn more about the needs.

“I had a couple houses in mind to show the
missions team when they came to Rock Valley
but after they were in Jose and Dora’s house,
they didn’t look anywhere else,” Franje said.
“This home was probably one of our bigger
undertakings and the church said yes to
helping.”

“I really remember the day when we put down
the rocks and the landscaping. There were just
so many people helping here,” Dora said. “How
amazing were all those people coming here to
help and we didn’t pay a dollar.”

Continued on page 7
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Having egress windows for the two basement
bedrooms is also a dream.

“I asked about that when we were first finishing
our home (before the flood) but it was not to
be,” she said. “When he (Kurt) came to me and
asked me how we would like the house to look,
I didn’t know what to say,” Dora said. “He said
it was going to be pretty, but I didn’t imagine it
was going to be this pretty. I couldn’t imagine
just how beautiful this house turned out.”

“Dora and her family were not picky at all; they
wanted simple, but we wanted to give them
good quality and do things to code,” Kurt said,
noting the new home includes new HVAC,
electrical, plumbing, basement stairs, and a
backflow value so that sewer water cannot
back up into the house in the event the city
sewer lines get backed up.

As of this month, the Esquivel home is move-in
ready. They’re waiting on an oven purchase
and sorting what they can and can’t take from
their trailer home.
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MAEO calculated that more than 450 Bethel
members contributed volunteer hours,
financially, or both to help finish this project.
While the family covered up to 70 percent of
material costs, donations and volunteer
support covered the rest of the rebuilding
costs and work.

“We give thanks to God for all the people
who helped us,” Dora said. “I don’t have
words to express - for Kurt, Stan, all of the
volunteers - they were such a blessing to us
in such a hard time. And now the house is
even prettier than before. Such a blessing has
come out of such hard things. I’m really
thankful, truly thankful. There are no words to
express all the thankfulness that I feel. 

“From the deepest part of my heart I pray
that God will bless all the volunteers and
protect them and I thank them for what
they’ve done for us. There’s not a way to put a
price on it. God is marvelous, God is good.
Through you all we saw that, and you will
always be in our prayers.”

The
Esqivels say 
thank you! 

Grandson Mauricio and daughter
Jasmin stand with Jose Curiel & Dora
Esquivel outside their creconstructed
home in Rock Valley.

PUT VIDEO 
QR CODE

HERE!



THE CROSS ROAD PAGE 02

physical campus, completing the purchase of the Addink
properties to facilitate future near-term parking and
making future growth possible. 

Underwriting those changes, 2025 was a year of sustained
generosity with record total giving of over $2.2 million and
mission giving of over $530,000! God also moved us to
generosity with our time, working together to set a record
for silage pile fundraising in support of Christian
education and volunteering many hours to renovate the
flooded house of an immigrant neighbor in Rock Valley.
We also witnessed God’s faithfulness in 20 professions of
faith, the highest number we have had in many years, and
in launching a new college ministry.

Even as we thank God for these blessings, we also look to
Him with opportunities to grow. Despite record giving,
giving to our Ministry Fund was slightly below budget,
which presents challenges when considering adding any
new pastoral staff. Despite Sioux Center growing at an
annual rate of 1.1% and an increasing number of
unchurched neighbors, our net growth was less than that
and largely driven by births, not evangelism or local
outreach. The present state of the church in America is full
of reminders that without a living, God-given passion to
reach the lost with the Gospel of Christ, full sanctuaries
slowly become empty ones. God calls us to holy
contentment, but never complacency.

So as we follow God into 2026, anticipating a new church
website, a renewal of our congregational strategic plan,
and new opportunities to present the Gospel in word and
deed to neighbors, coworkers, and friends, let’s do so with
humility and thankfulness. Let us also recommit together
to follow God as he forms us as “a Biblically vibrant,
community of the cross, praying and working for the
renewal of all things in Christ Jesus!” 

Continued on page 9

By the numbers

Births - 12
Baptisms - 11
Profession of Faith - 20
Deaths - 3
Marriages - 17
Transfered out - 8
Transfered In - 10

MEMBERSHIP

$2,278,084.25 (up 34 %
from 10 years ago)

GIVING

We continue to cover
silage piles and collected
a net of $209,479.91 (up
73.1% from 10 years
ago).  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

We continue to minister
to a broad audience. In
addition to our in-person
attendance and our
broadcast on KIHK radio
and Channel 2 cable, we
have averaged (for the
past 14 weeks) 233
devices livestreaming our
AM services on YouTube
(not including devices
streaming from our
website) and 136 devices
livestreaming our PM
services on YouTube (not
including our website
livestream). 

WORSHIP

The Connection

STATE OF THE CHURCH CONTINUED FROM PG. 1

Page 8

2025

Tracking progress in our strategic plan:

Staff for Growth and Depth of Care - The key theme of
2025 was staffing for “depth of care” with strategic steps
forward in three areas:
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“Future Hope” – on the
letter of 1 Thessalonians
(NT Epistle)
“Lenten Bones” surveying
the Bible’s story of
redemption through
stories of bones (OT and
NT) for Lent
“Stewarding Spring”
developing a Biblical,
Reformed theology of
stewardship (theological/
ethical topical) for the
Spring
“Summer of Stories”
exploring the unique
parables of Matthew (NT
– Gospel) in the Summer
“Just Mercy” on the
prophet Micah (OT
Prophetic) in the Fall
“He Will Be Called”
exploring Isaiah’s titles
for the Messiah for
Advent (OT Prophetic). 
In the PM, we have
continued walking
through the newest
Reformed faith
statement – Our World
Belongs to God
(Reformed Confessional).

SERMON SERIES  

We met our expanded
missions budget which,
combined with other
mission giving, totaled a
record $530,649.66 to
global missions (up 97.6%
from 10 years ago). 
We continue special
partnerships in
Nicaragua, Ukraine, and
Mozambique.

MISSIONS

1. Our newly hired Stephen Co-Coordinators, Marcia Van
Voorst and Melinda Scholten, successfully launched
Bethel’s Stephen Ministry with the commissioning of 18
trained Stephen Ministers on April 27. That ministry is
greatly expanding our ability to respond with Christ’s
love in moments of both crisis and more enduring
struggle.

2. We launched a first Celebrate Recovery cohort of nine
women committed to a journey of healing under the
leadership of Dee Pieper on Sept. 4.

3. We also launched an inaugural DivorceCare support
group for Bethel and community members on Oct. 16.
Complementing these new care initiatives, we continue
to partner with Bethesda Christian Counseling in
making referrals under our partnership agreement
with and hosing trainings by Deon Wynia for council/
staff/coordinators on Aug.14 and for the congregation
on Aug. 17. 
Lastly, I have led a Lilly-funded pastor peer group for
the Center for Excellence in Preaching focused on
preaching and trauma. A Lilly-funded survey on the
intersection of preaching and trauma went live to the
congregation this January to give us feedback on what
traumas we face as a congregation and how to best
seek Christ’s healing.
Our other new hire, Renee Wielenga, has spent her
first year of ministry working to develop a revamped
Bethel website, expanding Bethel’s presence on social
media, including posting sermon clips, and has greatly
served Bethel’s ministries with improved
communication materials. 
In addition to these new hires, our existing staff
continue to do great work, including Dan Elgersma (our
only other full-time staff besides me) as Youth Director,
Jennifer Frens as Worship Coordinator, Rev.
Tinklenberg as visitation pastor, Wanda Vande Kieft as
church secretary, Mick Visser as Treasurer, and Sherry
Visser as head custodian supported by weekend
custodial help. Howard Wilson, Stan Wynia, and Karen
Wynia also continue to join staff meetings in their
volunteer roles as executive pastor, pulpit supply elder
emeritus, and Head Care and Concern Group
Coordinator, respectively. We can thank God for the
gifts and dedicated service of each of these individuals!

Continued on page 10
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Continued on page 11

Spiritual Revitalization - This has been an area of
continued obedience in the same direction:

Our Prayer Team continues to lead us to grow as a
praying community, including leading monthly prayer
gatherings and, for the second year, conducting a
prayer walk around all area schools in August. 
For the seventh year in a row, we have made Bible
Reading Plans available to the congregation. 
Served by Jennifer Frens and a core team of planners,
the Worship Planning Committee is pursuing new
strategic goals, including deepening worship through
introducing new songs of the month and continuing
monthly testimonies. 
The Hospitality Committee continues helping us grow
as “a Biblically vibrant community of the cross….”,
including a second year of piloting our February use of
name tags and continuing our series of well-received
potlucks, new member meals, and annual all-church
recreation day.  

Discipleship Pathway - Under the leadership of Dan
Elgersma, we have made progress on all five of our
discipleship goals in 2025: 

We launched a College Ministry in September that is
drawing 40-50 students per Sunday
We have resourced young families in faith
development by introducing a reoccurring feature in
the Bethel newsletter highlighting faith practices and
providing a resource rich Axis Parent Resource Kit
(https://bethelsc.org/ministries/axis-parent-
resource-kit/) on our website. We also hosted two
inaugural all-Bethel date nights in the spring of 2025.
After an intentional focus on challenging our youth to
examine their faith, we celebrated an increase in
professions of faith, jumping from 7 in 2024 to 20 in
2025.
We continue to focus on developing increasing small
group options and participation for all ages – including
expanding existing and launching new Bible studies in
2025. 

As noted above, we also took several steps forward in
establishing wholeness support groups at Bethel as part of
our call to life-long discipleship. 

The Connection
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POTLUCK
ALL-CHURCH

Sunday, Feb. 8
AFTER MORNING

WORSHIP

S U N D A Y ,  F E B .  8

Baby Bottle return

Bring to the front during the
morning worship service.

Proceeds support Guiding
Star Siouxland, the local

Pro-Life women’s health and
wellness center.

https://bethelsc.org/ministries/axis-parent-resource-kit/
https://bethelsc.org/ministries/axis-parent-resource-kit/
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Mobilize Congregation for Mission: 
Once again, Bethel generously set a record in mission giving this past year – reflecting a
strong commitment to the cause of global mission. 
More locally, thanks to generous giving of time and treasure, Bethel’s Adopt-a-house for a
flood victim family in Rock Valley was completed just this month! 
In a time of great uncertainty in the immigrant and refugee community, we continued to
support local Ukrainian refugee families as well as build on our partnership with Pastor
Vasya and Maranda in Ukraine. Bethel’s English as a Learned Language (ELL) program also
continues to serve local immigrant neighbors
Deacons continue to respond to significant benevolence needs in our congregation and are
grateful for sustained, generous giving to that fund!

Re-examine leadership structures and invest in leadership development: 
We took a big step forward in this initiative, approving a new lay leadership structure by a
vote of 82% at a special June 1 congregational meeting. As part of that, a new Nomination
Committee led us through an improved nomination process culminating in the
congregational selection of an expanded slate of elders and deacons at our November
congregational meeting. Council has now chosen officers and divided itself into focused
working groups of Shepherding Elders, Deacons, and an Admin Team to provide greater
focus on care and servant leadership in 2026. 
After four years, we also reshuffled our Care and Concern Groups at the end of 2025, giving
us new opportunities to get to know and pray with new people at Bethel. 

Special Project # 1 – Bethel Campus Master Planning Task Force. This task force has been
busy!

We closed on the Addink property Feb. 28, 2025. Thanks to generous congregational giving,
that property is now fully paid off and plans are now ready for construction of a new
parking lot on that strategic property. 
We held a listening session on May 4 led by former mayor David Krahling with key Bethel
stakeholders on the future ministry needs of Bethel’s physical campus.
In August we completed expanded parking and safety improvements, including lighting, for
the newly acquired 3rd Street SW street, giving us a unified campus.  

Special Project #2 – Campus Master Planning: The Master Planning Taskforce plans to finish
its work in 2026. In the near term, Bethel’s council will receive engineering plans and schedule a
congregational vote to approve any parking lot project for the new Addink properties. In the
longer term, the taskforce has served Bethel well by identifying the needs and possibilities of
our physical campus for any future growth.

Special Project #3 – Sabbatical Planning: I have once again pushed back my once-every-
seven-years sabbatical (last taken in 2018) another year. As part of preparation, I am actively
exploring leading a study pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

Special Project #4 – Constructively Engage the CRCNA: As the CRCNA and its institutions, like 

 341 S. Main Ave., Sioux Center, IA 51250 | 712-722-3101                                                          www.bethelsc.org

The Connection Page 11

Continued on page 12
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Calvin Theological Seminary, continue to face transitions and challenges, Bethel will continue to
provide leadership and partnership, including in my role on the CTS board. I also seek to build a
“culture of calling” at Bethel for members considering calls to ministry.

GEMS Service Project Night

REPLACE!!

Above: 4th-6th GEMS gained some hands-on learning about the Sioux Center Sack Pack program this
week by packing 674 Sack Packs on Wednesday!

Right: The 7th-8th grader
GEMS made laundry soap
for the Hope Food Pantry
for their service project
night. They made a total of
348 gallon jugs, which was
up from our previous record
of about 250!

REPLACE!!

 341 S. Main Ave., Sioux Center, IA 51250 | 712-722-3101                                                          www.bethelsc.org

The Connection Page 12

Thank you for your donation to Cornerstone Prison Church! We are
grateful for your support of this church behind the walls of the South Dakota
State Penitentiary. We are blessed to have churches such as yours who give
us financial and prayer support so we can continue to bring the gospel to the
men in this prison.

In Christ,
Board of Cornerstone Prison Church
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Cadets dominate Snow Derby!

REPLACE!!

College Ministry update

 341 S. Main Ave., Sioux Center, IA 51250 | 712-722-3101                                                          www.bethelsc.org

The Connection Page 13

Cadets team wins Snow
Derby!

The College Ministry program recently held prayer
time for each other as well as enjoyed a meal

Sunday, Jan. 25, at The Lighthouse.
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YPS Reunion

Classes 2025-2022 were invited for pizza along with
their small group adult leaders Jan. 8. We had

about 42 total in attendance. 

Years at Bethel: All my life (17 years)

A person who has influenced your faith life and why: My grandma,
(Bethel member) Arlys Zomermaand, because she has taught me to never
complain and to always be thankful.

Favorite Bible passage and why: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you wherever you go,” Joshua 1:9, because I know
that God is always with me.

Favorite thing about church and why: Pastor John’s sermons because
they are easy to follow along and apply to my life.

What are you up to now? I am a senior at Unity Christian High School.

Some of your hobbies: Playing sports

Austin Wieringa

Profession of Faith
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BY CHLOE VANDEN BERG
BETHEL HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR

Our voices: Why support youth mission trips?
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Matthew 28:19-20 calls us to go into the world
and make disciples of all nations. One of
the primary ways I see this call put into action
is through participating in mission trips. 

This past summer, I had the opportunity to go
to Chimaltenango, Guatemala, and Flagstaff,
Arizona, to serve the people of those
communities. Through these experiences, I
learned some of the most valuable lessons,
experienced God in a profoundly transforming
way, and deepened my relationships with
other members of the groups. God
transformed me from the inside out. I
experienced the power of prayer countless
times and had the opportunity to actively live
out the Great Commission by spreading the
gospel both through my words and actions.

My Guatemala mission trip opened my eyes to
seeing the hand of God throughout each day.
The example of this that keeps popping in my
mind is when a dog at the neighbor's house
kept barking while we prayed. It was a while
we were spending sacred time with God and
each other. We prayed that in the name of
Jesus, the dog would stop barking, and from
that breath to when we left, the dog didn’t
make a single noise. This really opened my
eyes to the power of prayer and how God
listens to us. 

Through experiences like these, I now have a
closer relationship with God, and my team I
went with, and I also get to testify to the
greatness of God. Opportunities like this are
vital to expanding one’s faith and living out
God’s calling.

Working at Hope Cottage an entity of Sunshine Rescue mission. Students
did some landscaping and organized several tool sheds that desperately
needed it. 

Chloe (white shirt) is part of a group of students who organized a
storage room at a facility connected to Sunshine Rescue mission.

Working with
the city’s
parks
program to
remove
invasive
Siberian Elm
trees and
plant two
dozen native
Ponderosa
Pines. 
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Feb. 18 -
7 p.m. Ash
Wednesday
service
March 7 -
Winter Rec
Night @ Dordt
Rec Center
March 29 -
Palm Sunday
April 3 -
Good Friday
April 5 -
Easter
June 20 –
Summer Rec
Night @
Siouxnami
Waterpark
July 20-23
Vacation Bible
School 2026!
THEME:
Rainwater Falls


