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THE CONNECTION

“Connecting to Christ, His People, & His Mission”

Prison church visit

BY MARCIA VAN VOORST

Communications Committee member

ethel led its first of many Sunday morning worship services at
the South Dakota State Penitentiary in December of 1963.
Eventually a Christian Reformed Church, Cornerstone, was
organized within the prison. Through Bethel’'s MAEO, we still
support the church in the Penitentiary.

On Aug. 14, Bethel members Dave Tinklenberg, Bill Davelaar,
and Marcia Van Voorst, and a Bridge of Hope member, Laurie
Vander Weide, attended the Cornerstone worship service.

The experience of worshiping with the inmates is powerful,
moving, and a blessing. They are very welcoming and thankful
that we come to worship with them. The men participate in the
service leading prayers, praise team, devotion, and Bible
reading. The praise team, vocalists, guitarists, drummer and
keyboard player are primarily inmates sharing their gifts and
talents with the church.

The man who shared a devotional on the Lord’s Prayer told the
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congregation that initially he attended the
church service just to get out of his cell. But
after a time, he came to believe in Jesus and
through the working of the Holy Spirit, he now
lives for Christ.

It is especially meaningful when a chapel filled
with inmates are singing the words of the song,
The Father’'s House. They unite their voices
singing the words: “Sometimes on this journey,
| get lost in my mistakes. What looks to me like
weakness is a canvas for your strength, and my
story isn't over, my story’s just begun. And
failure won’t define me cause that’'s what my
Father does.” Singing with praise and
expression the song fills the prison chapel with
honor and deep gratitude to God.

As the men leave after the service, they again
thank us for coming and one young man asked
how he could get a Bible of his own.

After the service, Pastor Scott and board
member, Dave Pluim, are willing to meet to
answer questions and invite feedback. We
learned there were 97 inmates attending the
service with us. About 50-60 percent are not
members of the church but come out of
boredom or curiosity.

The church has a very fluid membership. When
inmates come to Christ and become active in
the church, they become model prisoners and
eventually get transferred to minimum security
prisons so the only men that get to stay are
“lifers.”

It requires a bit of paperwork to be allowed into
prison, but if you ever get the opportunity to
attend a Cornerstone service, it is worth the
time and effort!
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Celebrate Recovery

Bethel's "Celebrate Recovery"* group for
women is a "Step Study"* small group. It
uses the study guides from Celebrate
Recovery to look at principles from the
Beatitudes and other scriptures to help us dig
deeper to overcome "hurts, habits and
hangups"* that are disrupting our lives, and
set us on a "road to Recovery."*

We do not have a full Celebrate Recovery
Program at Bethel, although there is one in
town through Bridge of Hope Ministries.

Our group started last year to meet needs in
our congregation, although it is open to
women from the community. It remains
small, up to 10 people, and is a closed group
in that new members will not be added after
the third session.

We will begin Sept. 17. We will meet at
Bethel, once a week, for 9-12 months with a
break for the holidays. Our sessions are
approximately 2 hours long. Confidentiality is
a must for trust to be built in the group. If
you are feeling overwhelmed by life's
circumstances, loved ones with chronic
illness, depression, codependency etc., this
group may be helpful for you.

*phrases from "Celebrate Recovery" leaders
guide, John Baker, Zondervan, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, 1998, 2005, 2012.

To learn more contact

Sonya Berkompas

* 509-439-0061

e sonyaberkompas@gmail.com
Pastor John Lee

e 712-441-5871

* jrlee12@gmail.com
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